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I.  Worsening 
Economic Imbalances



University of Michigan Consumer Sentiment Survey
September 2001 through April 2008
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Source: University of Michigan; Dismal.com

Between Aug. 2005 and Sept. 2005, the 
consumer sentiment index dropped 12.2 
points, the largest one-month decline since
December 1980. 



Retail & Food Services Sales
January 2001 through March 2008

Source:  Dismal.com
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15-Year Fixed Mortgage Rates, January 1995 
through March 2008
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Source:  Freddie Mac
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U.S. New Home Sales

January 1999 through March 2008

Source: Economy.com, Census Bureau
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U.S. New Residential Construction

January 1999 through March 2008

Source: Economy.com
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U.S. Existing Home Sales
September 2001 through March 2008

Source: Economy.com
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Change in Maryland Housing Units Sold
January 2002 through March 2008

Source: Maryland Association of Realtors



2006 Residential Building Permits per 100 Households 
(2006 estimates) by select Regions

Region Permits per 100 Households
Las Vegas, Nevada 5.15
Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina 4.70
Loudoun County, Virginia 3.41
Phoenix-Mesa, Arizona 3.03
Richmond, Virginia 1.72
Northern Virginia 1.71
Washington, D.C.-MD-VA 1.39

Washington, D.C. without Loudoun County, VA 1.29
BW Corridor 0.96
Wilmington, Delaware 0.95
Baltimore, MD 0.80
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 0.70
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 0.58

BW Corridor includes: Anne Arundel, Howard, 
Montgomery and Prince George’s counties

Source: U.S. Census Bureau


